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A NOVEL by REX BEACH

Author of “THE IRON TRAIL ™ “THE sPOILERS.™

“HEART OF THE SUNSET." Ete.
(Corveghi. by Harper and Brothers!
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After & e ahe smiled up inte hs
riva and ber words wore searcely mors
el & murmer;
1h'l.hurdurnmmlulm
(B T
"Nowa! You are lll, you are weak—"
er eyelids Ruitored  *1 am dylng
ORsllye, 1 only walted 10 e you™
“No. oo™ In spony be gathered hor

o mare Into hils srrea -
o, s’ Her Meodioss Sogvre
foaphod hin face again, then his thin,
n g “Yem, (o, have safforsd),
W Calee you (o be o poar and hun-
YRall yet

tive s like milk,
halr—she used to put Sowers In it fo
you, and then we would play gamea
Put you sever came. You will mak
allowsaees for her looks, will you pot v

*'oor Rosa! You two poor crea
urea ™ O'Rellly chokod; he hid his
face upon his swertheart's hreast.

Rosa responded | ber Angers carcased
him and she alghed contentedly

O Retlly's ancent of the AN had heen
slow, but hMa descent was (infinitely
tlower, for Nosa was a0 ferble that
she could help herself but Utthe and
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=] Can't Stand That,” He Confessed.

fect Jewel [ his optimistg never fulled
his fulth never foltered, and O'Heiily
Begnn to feel a domb gratitade at hiny
fog the youngnter by his side
Jacket, too, becnme thin and gray
about the lips. But he complained not
mt all and bhe laughed a great deal. To
Bim the morrow wiar alwava anotheor
day of brillfant promise toward which
he looked with nevee-failing eagerness ;
mnd not for a single moment did he
question the ultimate sucevss of thelr
wndeavor., Suoch an example did much
Kor the older man. Together they
practiced the strictest, harshest econ
amy, living on a few cents n day, while
they methodically seurchied the clty
Lrom Umit to limit
At first O'Rellly concerned himself
anore than a little with the problem of
escape, but as Ume wore on  he
thought lesa and less about that, Nor
«did he have occnslon to waste further
woncern regarding his disguise, That
it was perfect he proved when several
wof his former scqualotances passed
mim by and when, upon one occaslon,
e came face to face with old Doa Ma-
o de Castano. Don Marlo had
vhunged; he was older, his fiesh had
softened, and It hung loosely upon his
form. He appeared worrled, horassed,
mod O'Rellly recalied rumors that the
fwar had rulned him, The man's air
dejection seemed (0 bear out the
story.
They had been encrsies, nevertheless
ORellly felt a suddea impulse to make
known to the Bponiard and to
1 directly for mews of Rosa's fate.
Don Marte, be remembered In time,
a reputation for vindictivencss, o
emothered the desire. Oune other
O'Reifly had reason to re-

ever, he could no longer Aght the o
bid desire and s, o spite of Juck
protest at the yseless expenditure of
effort, he st out (o ellmb the il Of
course the boy would oot let him go
nlone,

Little was paild during the ascent
The La Cumbre road seemed very long
ntid very steop, How different the last
time (FRefily had swung up It!  The
elimb Ligd never before tired him as It
Wl now, and he reasoned that hunger
must have weakened him even more
than he realized, Jacket felt the exer-
tlon, ton; he was short of breath and
he rested frequently, O'Rellly saw that
the hoy's bare, brown legs bad grown
bony since hie had last poticed them,
ated he felt o sudden pang at having
hrought the little fellow into such o
pHaht ax thls,

“Waell, howbire,” he pald when thes
pauaxl to rest, “I'm afruld we came
too late. I'm o feald we're leked ™

Jacket nodded lstlessly: his optl-
mism, too, wus gone, “They must all
be dead or we would have found them
before this,” sald he, When O'Rellly
mude no answer he contipued, “It s
time we thought of getting away from
hiere, eh "

Johnnle was sitting with his face in
his hands, Without lifting his head he
inquired: "IMow are we going to get
awny? It Is easy emough to get ioto
Muatanzas, bul—" He shrugged hopes
lessly,

Jacket brightened at the thought of
escupe, “Ho! I'll bet we can find n
hole somewhere,” sald he, “We're not
like these others. They haven't the
spirit to try," There wis a moment of
sllence, and then: *“Caramba! Yon
remember those juting we ate? They
were strong, but I would enjoy the
smell of one now. Eh? Another week
of this and we shall be living on garb-
age like the rest of these poor peo-
ple.”

Leaving Jacket to take his tUme,
Johnnie completed the climb alone,
meditating upon the boy's words, “The
spirit to try " Where had his spirit
gone, he wondered. Perhaps It had
been crushed benenth tho weight of
miscry he had beheid; surely he had
seen enough. Hourly coantnct with sick-
pess and misfortune on such s gigantic
scale was enongh to chill anyone’s
hopes, and although his seasibilities
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hing—-acnie one."
“Something you have lost T
| “"Something I have lost ™ The ques-
tlon came to him falnt!y, but It was so
in tune with his unhappy mood that 1t
affected him strangely. e found that
his cyes were blurring snd that an
nching lump bhad risen Into his throat.
This was the breaking polut.
ORellly’s hesring, ton, was golng

wrong, Tor he linagined that some oo

whispered bils name. God! This place
| was not dead—it was alive—t{erribly
|alive with memories, volcea, a pris
i euce unsecn yot real. e lald hold of

the nearest bush to steady himself, he
| clomed his eycs, only to hear bis name
Itpnk--n louder.

*O'Rall.yo!"

Jolinnle brushed the tears from his
Inshes, He turned, he lstencd, but
there was po one to be sren, no one,
that Is, except the dusky eripple, who
had stralglitened bherself and was fac
| Ing Wim, polsed uncertalinly. He looked
| 5t her a mecond time, then the world
began to spin dizzlly and he groped his
way toward her. We peersd agaln,
closer, for everything before his eyes
was swimming.

The woman gas thin—little more
than a skeleton—and so frull that the
wind appeared to sway her, but her
fate, uplifted to the sun, was glorified.
ONellly stood rooted, staring at her
unill she opened her eyes, then he
voleed & great ery!

“Ttosa 1" What more he sald he
never knew, . . .

He took the misshapen fignre into
his arma, he rained kissea upon the
pinched, discolored face. Rut Rosa
did not respond; her puny streogth
had flown and she lay loert in his em-
brace, scarcely breathing.

Dazed, doubting, astounded, It was
some time before Johnnle could con-
vince himself of the reality of this mo-
ment, and even then words did not
come to him, for his mind was ia tur-

{ fulntly :

our house and Rosa (s afrald of those

wagons. You knowethe ones with the
corpees, She bade me bring her here
to die”

The girl was pot wholly unconscious It
sevmed, for she stirred atd murmured
*Those wagons! Doa’l let
them pyt me In there with the ether
dead, They phle the bodies high—" A
weak shudder consuised her

O'Rellly bent lower, and 1n a siroag,
determined voloe eried: “You are nt
going to dle, | have ﬁ:umy for fond.
Rouse yoursell, Ross, rouse yoursell™

“8he prayed for you every night”
the negresa volunteered. “Such falth!
Such trust! She never doubted that
you would come and find her. Some
times ahe eriod, but that was because
of her brother. Esteban, you know, Is
dead. Y=, doad, like all the rest”™

*Esteban s not dead” O'Rellly as-
serted. “IHe Is alive. Rosa, do you
hear that? Estoban Is alive and well i
I left him with Gomes in the Oriesl |
I have come to take yon to him7T*

“Esteban allve? Ha! You are fool
ing ne” Evangelina wagged her head |
winely. “We know better than that”

*1 tell you he s allve,” O'Rellly In-
giated. He heard Jacket enlling to him
st that moment, so he hallooed to the
boy ; then when the latter had arrived,
he explained briefly, without allowing
Jackot time In which to express his
amazement :

“Our search (s over; we have found
them. HBut they won't belleve that
Esteban ix alive, Tell them the truth”

“Yes, ho s alive. We found him

curiously at the recumbent ffigure on
the bench, then at O'Redlly. Heo puck-
ered his lips and gave vent to a low
whistle of amazement, *“So. This s

pretty one, eh? I— BShe— Well,
m'lm-ﬂdhr. But then,
you are not s0 handsome yourself,

r
- ngelina seemed to be stupid, »
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mohey 8 gone—all but & fow ceata
This 1s the last of our food and there
Is o chance of getting more, Jackel
has pomne mysterfous souarde of supgdy
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overy how gid then but there are five
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